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GAME MANAGEMENT
Marked Wildlife
Some species of wildlife are banded, collared or marked by other means in 
an ongoing effort to gain additional population biology information. 
 
A person who kills a wildlife animal or finds a dead wildlife animal that 
has been fitted with a device for the purpose of tracking the animal’s 
movements must submit a completed report provided by Fish and Wildlife.

Some of these marked wildlife, as well as certain nuisance animals (e.g., 
some black bears), may have received drugs for research purposes or to 

facilitate their capture and handling. Any such animal will be marked with 
a tag advising that the meat of the animal should not be consumed before 
contacting Fish and Wildlife of Alberta Forestry and Parks. 

Report Waterfowl Leg Bands by Telephone or Internet
All waterfowl leg bands recovered in North America can now be 
reported by telephoning the toll-free number 1-800-327-BAND (1-800-
327-2263). Band recovery can also be reported by internet at the website 
reportband.gov.

Wild Game Public Health Advisory
The wild game public health advisory for the Swan Hills area – 
originally issued on December 13, 1996, by the Provincial Health 
Officer – has been revised as a result of more extensive wild game 
testing. While recent test results confirm that eating wild game from 
the Swan Hills area poses no immediate threat to human health, it is 
recommended that individuals limit the amount of wild game eaten.

For more information contact Alberta Health and Wellness at 
780-427-7164 or visit My Wild Alberta at mywildalberta.ca/hunting/
safety-procedures/harvested-wildlife-human-health.aspx.

Swan Hills Treatment Centre 
15 km radius around Swan Hills Treatment Centre
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Chronic wasting disease (CWD) is a chronic degenerative and ultimately fatal prion disease of cervids (primarily mule deer in Alberta). It is not 
known to infect humans but health authorities advise against eating any animal known to have any prion disease. CWD occurs throughout much 
of eastern and central Alberta. Previous information, including maps of known cases is available at alberta.ca/chronic-wasting-disease-updates. 

Hunters and outfitters are key in assisting big game management by helping to reduce deer numbers and by providing heads from harvested 
deer in designated areas for the CWD surveillance program. Alberta began looking for CWD in harvested wild cervids in 1998. Since then, 
we tested over 114,000 heads and found CWD in 5,179 mule deer, 930 white-tailed deer, 39 elk, and 15 moose.

CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE AND DEER MANAGEMENT

BILL OF LADING – WILDLIFE (To be used when transporting wildlife taken by others)

DATE: ____________________

I ____________________________________ address: __________________________________________________ Ph. # ___________________

give permission to __________________________ address: ______________________________________________ Ph. # ___________________

to transport ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

date of kill: _______________________ W.I.N. #: ______________________________________ Lic./Tag # _______________________________

taken under authority of my _________________________________________________________________________________________________

This wildlife is to be transported from _________________________________________________________________________________________

to __________________________________________________________________________________ on _________________________________

__________________________________________              __________________________________________

(print hunter’s name)

(print name of person transporting wildlife)

(description of shipment including sex and species)

(describe type of hunting licence)

(point of origin)

(destination) (date)

(signature of hunter) (signature of person transporting the wildlife)

"

"
"

FOR 2024: Mandatory DEER: WMUs 148, 150, 151, 200, 234, 236, 728, and 730.  

Mandatory mule deer and Voluntary white-tailed deer: WMUs 503, 504, 505, 506, 509, 510, 514. 

Mandatory MULE DEER ONLY: WMUs 108, 110, 212, 216, 221, 224, 246, 247, 248, 250, 300, 302, 303, 306, 308, 310, 312, 314, 316, 320, 334, 
402, 404, 508.   

Antlers and skull plate can be removed from bucks before the head is submitted. For European mounts, watch some YouTube videos and then collect 
the obex AND both retropharyngeal lymph nodes. The Alberta surveillance program uses all three tissues.

All heads for testing, including samples (as above), must have a green CWD label which gives each head a unique identification number. Be
sure to include either GPS or land location as well as WMU and your WiN number for each head. When available, test results for each
head are sent to the email address in the hunter’s AlbertaRELM account. 

CARCASS DISPOSAL
All hunters should properly dispose of their harvested carcasses, particularly animals taken in the CWD Risk Area. Where possible,
debone meat making sure you keep the required evidence of sex and species. Hunters may prefer to avoid the spinal cord when
deboning. Leave remainder of carcass at the kill site. If the carcass is transported elsewhere, remove all useable meat, then burn, bury,
or dispose of the remains in a landfill.

For more information about CWD, contact your local Fish and Wildlife office or visit alberta.ca/chronic-wasting-disease.

Alberta Health recommends that deer from the CWD mandatory areas be tested for CWD. For more information about potential
human health risks associated with CWD contact health authorities.




