
Prohibitions
Note: Convictions for certain offences will result in the suspension of
all recreational hunting licences for  a period of 1 to 3 years, and may
result in a suspension for as long as 5 or more years. This is in addition
to the assessment of a fine, an order and/or imprisonment.

General
It is unlawful to

1. l apply on draws or obtain recreational licences in Alberta if: 

i) your hunting privileges are under a licence 

suspension/cancellation in Alberta (or elsewhere) or

ii) if you fail to pay your fine after being convicted of a 

provincial hunting or provincial sportfishing offence.

l carry or use another person’s licence or tag or allow another 

person to use your licence or tag.

2. harass, injure or kill any wildlife with a vehicle, aircraft or boat.

3. hunt any wildlife with or from an aircraft, or communicate, for the 

purpose of hunting, the signs or whereabouts of wildlife seen during a 

flight on an aircraft.

4. transport dead wildlife taken by others without an accompanying bill 

of lading (see page 68) signed by the licence or permit holder and 

providing the following details:

l the kind and number of the licence under which the wildlife was 

killed or possessed,

l a description of the wildlife,

l the points of origin and destination, and

l the date on which the wildlife is to be transported.

5. set out, use or employ any of the following items for the purpose of 

hunting any wildlife:

l an arrow equipped with an explosive head,

l a firearm that is capable of firing more than one bullet during one 

pressure of the trigger or a firearm that can be altered to operate as such,

l a light,

l a shotgun of a gauge greater than 10,

l a device designed to deaden the sound of the report of a firearm,

l recorded wildlife calls or sounds, or an electronically operated 

calling device except; 1) when hunting migratory game birds with 

the use of calls or sounds that mimic snow geese and the hunting 

does not occur with the use of decoys that mimic migratory game 

birds other than snow geese, or 2) using electronic calls can be used 

to hunt crows, magpies, coyote, rabbits and hare, red fox and wolf 

(using sounds that mimic these animals or rodents).

l a pistol or revolver unless

– the person is a licenced trapper (holding a federal authorization) 

who is dispatching an animal caught in a trap, or

– it is an air powered pistol or revolver that discharges a projectile at

less than 500 feet per second (often used for hunting small game).

l live wildlife,

l a swivel set or spring gun, or

l a poisonous substance or an immobilizing drug.

6. abandon, destroy or allow the edible meat of any game bird or big game 

animal (except cougar or bear), to become unfit for human consumption.

7. have a loaded firearm (live ammunition in breech, chamber or 

magazine) in or on, or discharge a weapon from

l a boat unless the boat is propelled by muscular power or is at 

anchor and the person is hunting, or

l any kind of aircraft or vehicle whether it is moving or stationary.

Note: Ammunition may be carried in a magazine that is not attached to 
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the firearm. Refer to page 20 for contact information regarding federal 

firearms legislation.

8. discharge a weapon within 183 m (200 yards) or cause a projectile 

from a weapon to pass within 183 m (200 yards) of any occupied 

building. Owners, occupants, or persons authorized by the owner or 

occupant are excepted, subject to local bylaws.

9. discharge a firearm from or cause a projectile from a firearm to pass 

along or across:

a) a provincial highway (this designation applies to all former 

primary and secondary highways), 

b) a road that is paved, oiled, graded or regularly maintained, unless

m the road is held under any active disposition under the Public 
Lands Act or under an order under the Surface Rights Act, or

m the person is hunting game birds with a shotgun under the 

authority of a licence.

Note: if there is no identifiable ditch or fence to mark the outside 

edge of the roadway, then the roadway extends 20 feet from the edge 

of the traveled portion.

10.  hunt any wildlife while impaired by alcohol or drugs.

11.  hunt any wildlife or discharge a firearm between one-half hour after 

sunset and one-half hour before sunrise. (See sunrise/sunset table on 

page 52).

12.  alter, destroy or remove any sign or notice that has been posted under

the authority of the Wildlife Act, Petty Trespass Act or the Migratory 
Birds Regulations.

13.  hunt any wildlife or discharge any firearm on or over occupied land 

or enter on to such land for the purpose of doing so without the 

consent of the owner or occupant of the land (page 32).

NOTE: There is an additional requirement affecting access for guided

hunts (page 32).

14.  possess a firearm of a calibre larger than .22 in a helicopter over 

WMUs 400-446.

15. hunt with a firearm if you are under 18 years of age and not 

accompanied by a parent, legal guardian or by a person 18 years of 

age or older who has the written permission of the parent or legal 

guardian. See page 20 for Canadian Firearms Centre contact information.

16. disturb traps, sets or trapping cabins.

Big Game
It is unlawful to

1. set out, use or employ any of the following items for the purpose of 

hunting big game:

l ammunition of less than .23 calibre,

l ammunition that contains non-expanding bullets,

l an auto-loading firearm that has the capacity to hold more than 5

cartridges in the magazine,

l a shotgun having a gauge of .410 or less,

l a shotgun in a bird sanctuary,

l bait, except as permitted for the hunting of black bears (page 60),

l an arrow other than an authorized arrow (page 41),

l a bow other than an authorized bow (page 41),

l a muzzle-loading firearm of less than .44 calibre,

l a rifle or shotgun in WMUs 212, 248 or 410 (persons hunting 

under the authority of a Strathcona White-tailed Deer Licence, a 

Foothills Deer Licence, or an Antlerless Moose Special Licence 

in Strathcona County may hunt with a bow and arrow,

cross-bow, muzzle loader or shotgun),
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l a trap,
l a cross-bow and arrow that is not authorized (see page 62).

2. discharge a weapon at a big game animal while it is swimming.

3. discharge an arrow from a bow or cross-bow at big game, from, along 
or across a highway or road specified in Item 9 on page 18.

4. be accompanied by a dog while hunting big game or allow a dog to 
pursue big game except when hunting cougar under the authority of a 
Cougar Licence, from December 1 to the last day of February (the 
winter season).

5. possess the carcass of a male elk, male antelope or male non-trophy 
sheep unless the complete skull plate, with horns or antlers intact, is 
also retained with the carcass until it is delivered to
l the usual residence of the person who killed it, and the animal is 

butchered, cut and packaged for consumption, or
l a premises in respect of which there is a Food Establishment 

Permit issued under the Public Health Act or a Licence for the 
Operation of an Abattoir issued under the Meat Inspection Act.

6.  possess the carcass of a calf moose taken under authority of a Calf 
Moose Special Licence unless its head is also retained with the carcass
until it is delivered to
l the usual residence of the person who killed it, and the animal is 

butchered, cut and packaged for consumption, or
l a premises in respect of which there is a Food Establishment 

Permit issued under the Public Health Act or a Licence for the 
Operation of an Abattoir issued under the Meat Inspection Act.

7.  allow the skin of any bear or cougar to be wasted, destroyed, spoiled or 
abandoned. See exception for salvaging skin on page 32  – Access for 
Control of Livestock Predation.

8.  remove the distinctive evidence of sex and species from the carcass of 
any big game until the carcass is delivered to
l the usual residence of the person who killed it, and the animal is 

butchered, cut and packaged for consumption, or
l a premises in respect of which there is a Food Establishment 

Permit issued under the Public Health Act or a Licence for the 
Operation of an Abattoir issued under the Meat Inspection Act.

In the case of grizzly bear and cougar, the evidence of sex must remain
attached and be retained until the animal has been registered (page 39).

9.  remove the tag from the carcass of a big game animal until authorized 
(as outlined on page 41).

10. hunt:
l a black bear under the age of one year,

l a female black bear accompanied by a cub under the age of one 

year,

l a female cougar accompanied by a kitten with spotted fur, or

l a cougar kitten with spotted fur.

11.  transport big game hunters, except those requiring medical aid, or big
game by helicopter over WMUs 400-446.

12.  land or take off in a fixed-wing aircraft that is carrying big game, big 
game hunters or firearms of a calibre larger than .22 at or from any 
location in WMUs 400-446 except those locations where aircraft 
routinely land and take off.

13.  hunt big game within 6 hours of having disembarked from an aircraft,
except for a jet or turbo-propeller driven aircraft. 

14.  hunt big game on Sundays:
l in WMUs 102 – 166,
l in WMUs 624, 728, 730 and 936.

15.  be within 50 yards of a vehicle when discharging a weapon at an 
antelope.

Game Bird
It is unlawful to

1. hunt game birds during an open season for male pheasants within 

designated pheasant release sites after 2:00 p.m., except Saturdays.

2. possess, before it has been transported to the usual residence of the 

person who killed it or is prepared for immediate cooking, a game 

bird which does not bear evidence of sex and species. Evidence of sex 

and species consists of one completely feathered wing attached to the 

carcass of the game bird, except for Merriam’s turkey for which 

evidence of sex and species consists of the complete head and beard 

attached to the carcass (see page 64 for tagging instructions for 

Merriam’s turkey).

3. hunt a migratory game bird using:

l a firearm loaded with a single bullet,

l shot, other than non-toxic shot,

l a cross-bow.

4. hunt any game bird using:

l a shotgun in which the magazine and chamber combined will 

hold more than three rounds of ammunition,

l a trap, or

l bait.

Note: see item 12 (below) for additional restrictions for hunting 

Merriam’s turkey.

5. have more than one shotgun, for personal use, at any time while 

hunting migratory game birds unless each shotgun, in excess of one, is 

unloaded and disassembled or unloaded and cased.

6. hunt game birds in WMU 410 with other than a bow and arrow or 

falconry bird.

7. hunt game birds in WMU 212 or 248 with other than a bow and arrow,

a cross-bow, shotgun or falconry bird.

8. exceed the daily or possession limit for any game bird (see game bird bag 

limits on page 63).

9. hunt game birds within 400 m (1/4 mi.) of a baited lure area operated 

under the Crop Damage Control Program.

10. transport migratory game birds belonging to others unless the 

carcasses are affixed with a tag showing:

l the signature, name and address of the owner,

l the licence number under which the bird was taken, and

l the date the birds were taken.

11. fail to make every effort possible to immediately retrieve a migratory 

game bird that a person has killed or wounded. A hunter must have 

adequate means to retrieve any migratory bird that he or she may kill, 

cripple or injure.

12. hunt Merriam’s turkey using:

l a weapon other than a shotgun, cross-bow or a bow and arrow,

l a shotgun with a bore diameter smaller than 20 gauge, or

l shot size smaller than No. 6 shot or larger than No. 2 shot.

13. remove the tag from a Merriam’s turkey until authorized (page 64).
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FEDERAL FIREARMS LEGISLATION
All hunters should be aware of federal laws surrounding the acquisition, possession, transportation and use of weapons and ammunition. For further information contact

your local police service or the Canadian Firearms Centre at 1-800-731-4000 or visit the Centre’s website at http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/cfp-pcaf/index-eng.htm.
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The selling, buying, bartering, soliciting or trading in wildlife or wildlife parts, or offering to do so, is regulated under the Wildlife Act and Regulations.

Many transactions are strictly prohibited, while others are regulated. For further information, contact a Fish and Wildlife Division office (page 16).

When conducting wildlife transactions over the internet, recognize that wildlife laws vary in many jurisdictions; wildlife (such as a naturally shed antler)

that is legal to sell within Alberta may not be legal to sell to persons in the U.S.

FOUND DEAD WILDLIFE

When driving or walking, hunters often find dead wildlife that they would like to keep. In most cases it is unlawful to possess such wildlife or parts of

wildlife without first obtaining a permit. Contact a Fish and Wildlife office to apply for such a permit before taking possession of the wildlife.

SALE OF WILDLIFE

EXPORTING

Alberta Export Permit
All big game, game birds, and furbearing animals require a provincial

export permit ($20.00 plus GST) when they are to be conveyed beyond

the borders of Alberta, except under the following conditions:

1. Hunters who lawfully harvest game birds, coyotes, white-tailed deer,

mule deer, moose, elk, pronghorn antelope or black bear* under the 

authority of a hunting licence or a right that is protected under 

Canadian Constitution, may export those species without an Alberta 

export permit if

l in the case of upland game birds, the bird has been processed as a 

mounted specimen, or

l the export occurs within 30 days of the date the animal was killed or

within 5 days of the close of the season, whichever occurs first, and

l the shipment is accompanied by the hunter who killed the animal, 

and

l the appropriate licence is carried by the hunter who killed the animal

being exported.

* Alberta prohibits the export of gall bladder and paws of black bear. 

You may export red meat, hide with claws attached, head or skull 

with teeth attached, but no other parts. See CITES Export Permit at 

right.

2. Coyote that have been lawfully hunted by residents do not require a 

provincial export permit.

Note: United States migratory bird hunting regulations state that it is

unlawful for a person to import into the United States migratory game

birds belonging to another person. Evidence of sex and species must

remain attached to the bird until the final U.S. destination is reached.

For further information on the export of wildlife, contact a Fish and

Wildlife Division office (page 16).

Commercial Export of Wildlife to the U.S.
The United States Fish and Wildlife Service (US FWS) regulates

commercial shipments of wildlife that enter or leave the U.S. In particular,

taxidermists and outfitter-guides may experience difficulties transporting

wildlife to the U.S. unless such businesses are licenced with the US FWS

for transporting commercial shipments of wildlife across the U.S. border.

For more details, contact the US FWS at 1-800-344-9453 or view

information at:

http://www.fws.gov/le/ImpExp/Info_Importers_Exporters.htm

CITES Export Permit - for more information (1-800-668-6767)
Persons exporting cougar, grizzly bear or wolf to points outside Canada

must obtain a federal export permit issued in accordance with the

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora

and Fauna (CITES). In addition, provincial export permits must be

obtained for exporting these species, except for tanned wolf skin. All

black bear require CITES export permits, except for those exported by

United States hunters as noted on this page. Black bears do not require the

provincial export permit if they are exported as described in the Alberta

Export Permit section.

U.S. Black Bear Hunters – A CITES export permit is no longer required

for U.S. hunters to take their black bear hunting trophy home in a fresh,

frozen or salted condition at the conclusion of their hunt. The trophy must

be part of the accompanying baggage of the hunter who killed the animal.

This exemption does not apply to taxidermized trophies. All provincial

export requirements still apply (see Alberta Export Permit section) and the

trophy and documentation must be presented to Customs at the border

when the hunters exit. Only the following parts of black bear may be

exported: red meat, the hide with claws still attached, the head or skull

with teeth attached, but no other parts. Alberta prohibits the export of the

gall bladder or paws of black bear.  Note that the CITES permit

exemption for fresh black bear trophies applies only to U.S. hunters

returning home and not to other hunters. An individual must not sell or

dispose of the black bear within 90 days after the date on which the

CITES exemption is claimed.

Other circumstances for Black Bear: Claws of black bear may not be

exported from Alberta if they are separated from the whole skin. Partial

skins of black bear that are processed (tanned or otherwise permanently

preserved), black bear skulls with teeth attached (when not accompanied

by the hunter returning home as described above) or taxidermized black

bear skins may still be exported but only under a provincial export permit

with a CITES permit. A black bear skin that is not part of a returning

hunter’s baggage may still be shipped but requires both provincial and

CITES export permits.



Access to Public and Private Lands
Except under authority of a Game Bird Shooting Ground Licence, it is
unlawful to directly or indirectly buy or sell, trade or barter, or offer to
buy or sell access to any land for the purpose of hunting any big game,
furbearing animals or game birds.

Hunting on privately owned lands without permission is a problem in
Alberta. It generates anti-hunting sentiment among landowners and results
in the prosecution of more than 200 hunters each year. They should leave
gates as they find them, avoid damaging facilities or property, avoid
disturbing livestock and establish friendly relations with landholders.

NOTE: Important changes to the Petty Trespass Act took effect in

2004. See this page.

Although there is a moral obligation to pursue wounded game and a legal
requirement to ensure game is retrieved and not wasted or abandoned,
these obligations do not override the legal requirement to get permission
to enter private land.

Access to Public Lands
Hunters are reminded that the privilege to access public lands is
contingent upon courtesy and responsible conduct. It is the hunter’s
responsibility to know, understand and abide by access conditions that
apply when using and enjoying these areas.

In addition to privately owned land, permission is always required before
entering or crossing:
l Indian reserves (from appropriate band council),
l Métis settlements (from appropriate Métis settlement association)
l Public land under agricultural or grazing lease (from leaseholder), 

please see advertisement on page 21.

While recreational ‘foot’ access is generally accepted on public land,
hunters should be aware that:
l Off-highway vehicle (OHV) access is prohibited in most provincial 

parks and provincial recreation areas.
l Off-highway vehicle access may be limited or prohibited within 

counties, municipal districts or within special public land 
management areas such as Forest Land Use Zones (FLUZs).

l Some FLUZs have designated OHV trail networks (i.e. Ghost Fluz). 
In these areas, hunters are required to operate OHVs only on 
designated trails, even when retrieving game.

l Special conditions, such as extreme fire hazard, may warrant 
additional temporary access limitations.

Regardless of intent or mode of travel, all recreationists are expected and
encouraged to respect, take pride, and play a stewardship role in
maintaining the quality and character of Alberta’s natural resources.

For more information, please contact your local Alberta Sustainable
Resource Development office by dialing 310-0000 or visit
srd.alberta.ca

Wildlife Act
Section 38 of the Wildlife Act specifies that no person shall hunt wildlife
or discharge firearms on or over occupied lands, or enter onto such lands
for the purpose of doing so without the consent of the owner or occupant.

The Wildlife Act defines “occupied lands” as follows:
(a) privately owned lands under cultivation or enclosed by a fence of

any kind and not exceeding one section in area on which the 
owner or occupant actually resides, and

(b) any other privately owned land that is within 1.6 km (1 mi.) of 
the section referred to in clause (a) and that is owned or leased 
by the same owner or occupant.

The occupied lands described in the above legislation
do not need to be posted with signs to receive
protection under Section 38 of the Wildlife Act.

The black area in the map (right) shows an example
of nine square miles of land that could contain land
falling within the definition of “occupied lands.”

Petty Trespass Act
Amendments to the Petty Trespass Act came into force June 1, 2004. While

it is still possible for a landowner to prohibit entry on to his or her land by

giving oral or written notice or by posting signs prohibiting entry, the

amendments now set out certain kinds of property where entry is prohibited

without any notice required. These lands include those privately owned

lands (and leased public lands not associated with grazing or cultivation –

these are addressed on page 21) that are under cultivation, fenced or

enclosed by a natural boundary or enclosed in a manner that indicates the

landholder’s intention to keep people off the premises or animals on the

premises. Importantly, hunters or others who access those lands must

have permission before entering.

Federal Criminal Code
The Criminal Code (Section 41) provides that a person in peaceable

possession of real property can require a trespasser to vacate the property.

Access for Guiding
A Hunter Host, Big Game Designated Guide or Bird Game Designated

Guide, when guiding on any privately held land, requires permission

authorizing access from the landholder for conducting those guiding

services on that land. Such a guide or host is required to carry on his person

the landholder’s name, address (or legal land location of landholder’s

residence) and telephone number.

Access for Control of Livestock Predation

Black Bear and Coyote*
Any person who is (a) the owner or occupant of privately owned land, or (b)

authorized to keep livestock on public land, or (c) a resident authorized by a

person described in (a) or a resident authorized in writing by a person

described in (b) may, without a licence, hunt (but not trap) black bear or

coyote on such lands, at all times of the year.

Timber Wolf*
Any person who is (a) the owner or occupant of privately owned land, or

(b) authorized to keep livestock on public land, or (c) a resident authorized

by a person described in (a) or a resident authorized in writing by a person

described in (b) may, without a licence and at all times of the year, hunt

(but not trap) timber wolf on such lands, and on any lands within 8 km (5

mi.) of the above lands, provided he or she also has the right of access to

these latter lands.

Cougar
Any person who is the owner or occupant of privately owned land may at

any time of year, hunt (but not trap) cougar on such lands without a licence.

Hunting with dogs is prohibited under this authority. Under this authority,

registration is required within one week of the kill by bringing the skin and

skull (or intact carcass) to a Fish and Wildlife Division District office (see

page 16). A premolar tooth will be retained for aging.

* It is not legally necessary to salvage pelts of furbearing animals (includes

coyote and wolf) taken in accordance with regulations authorizing 

control of problem wildlife. Refer to page 61 for information about 

seasons for coyote and wolf.

HUNTING PRIVILEGES ON OCCUPIED, PRIVATE AND PUBLIC LAND
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HUNTING IN ALBERTA PROVINCIAL PARKS AND PROTECTED AREAS

Alberta’s Parks Division provides hunting opportunities on over 85% of the land base managed as a Provincial Park or Protected Area. In protected

areas where hunting is allowed some activities are restricted in order to protect sensitive areas and species or to address public safety or wildlife

management issues. For detailed information on hunting in Provincial Parks and protected areas contact your local Alberta Parks Division office or visit

www.albertaparks.ca.

Classification of
Protected Area

Ecological Reserves

Hunting Exceptions

NoNo No

Wilderness Areas NoNo No

Provincial Parks Elk seasons in Cypress HillsNo No

Provincial Recreation Areas (PRA) Big game and game bird seasons in

Blue Rapids, Fickle Lake, Wapiabi,

Sulphur Gates, Cooking Lake -

Blackfoot, and Lakeland PRAs

No Lakeland PRA - Yes on designated

trails only.

Wildland Parks Bison hunting is not permitted in

Wildland Parks outside the Bison

Hunting Zone

Yes On designated trails in a select number

of Wildland Parks. For a complete

listing visit www.albertaparks.ca

Willmore Wilderness Park NoYes No

Heritage Rangelands Entry is subject to grazing lease

access conditions

Yes Subject to grazing lease access

conditions. www.srd.alberta.ca

Natural Areas Access and other management

conditions may apply. For a complete

listing visit www.albertaparks.ca

Yes Dependant on access conditions.  For a

complete listing visit

www.albertaparks.ca

OHV (including snowmobile) Use

Ecological Reserves
Ecological Reserves preserve and protect natural heritage in an

undisturbed state for scientific research and education. The primary intent

of this class of protected area is strict preservation of natural ecosystems,

habitats, features and associated biodiversity. Hunting is prohibited in

Ecological Reserves.

Wilderness Areas
Wilderness Areas preserve and protect natural heritage, where visitors are

provided with opportunities for non-consumptive, nature based outdoor

recreation. Hunting is prohibited in Wilderness Areas.

Provincial Parks and Recreation Areas
Provincial Parks preserve natural heritage; they support outdoor

recreation, heritage tourism and natural heritage appreciation activities

that depend upon and are compatible with environmental protection.

Provincial Recreation Areas support outdoor recreation and tourism: they

often provide access to lakes, rivers, reservoirs and adjacent crown land.

In general, hunting or discharging a firearm (or bow) is prohibited in

Provincial Parks and Provincial Recreation Areas. There are elk seasons in

Cypress Hills Provincial Park and big game and game bird seasons in

Blue Rapids, Fickle Lake, Wapiabi, Cooking Lake-Blackfoot, the

northwest corner of Evan-Thomas, Sulphur Gates, and Lakeland

Provincial Recreation Areas. Firearms discharge permits are required to

hunt in all provincial parks and recreation areas other than Lakeland

Provincial Recreation Area, Blue Rapids Provincial Recreation Area,

Fickle Lake Provincial Recreation Area, and Wapiabi Provincial

Recreation Area. Orientation sessions may also be required before hunting

is permitted in a Provincial Park or Provincial Recreation Area. For more

information on firearm discharge permits and orientation sessions for

hunting in Provincial Parks or Provincial Recreation Areas please visit

www.albertaparks.ca

If not in the process of hunting in a Provincial Park or Provincial

Recreation Area that has an open season, all firearms must be unloaded,

encased or dismantled.

Wildland Provincial Parks
Wildland Provincial Parks preserve and protect natural heritage and

provide opportunities for backcountry recreation. Hunting is permitted in

Wildland Provincial Parks.  However, bison hunting in Wildland

Provincial Parks is only permitted in the Hay-Zama Wildland Park, within

the Bison Hunting Zone. Special access restrictions apply to all motorized

vehicles.  

Willmore Wilderness Park
Willmore Wilderness Park was established under its own legislation in

1959 and is similar in intent to Wildland Parks. Hunting is permitted in

Willmore Wilderness Park; however, off-highway vehicle (and

snowmobile) use is not permitted. Hunters are advised that the adjacent

staging areas have different hunting and firearm storage regulations than

Willmore Wilderness Park. Further information and maps are available at

the Hinton Parks Division office at 780-865-8395.

Heritage Rangelands
Heritage Rangelands preserve and protect natural features that are

representative of Alberta’s prairies and grazing is used to maintain the

grassland ecology. Two heritage rangelands have been established in

Alberta - Black Creek Heritage Rangeland in the Whaleback area and OH

Ranch Heritage Rangeland near Longview. These lands are cooperatively

managed with Alberta Sustainable Resource Development and grazing

lease holders. Hunting is permitted, however entry is subject to grazing

lease access conditions. For access conditions please visit

http://srd.alberta.ca/RecreationPublicUse/RecreationOnAgriculturalPublic

Land/
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RESTRICTED AREAS

Alberta has a variety of restricted areas. Please read the following sections

carefully to determine how the various designations affect hunting opportunities.

ALL HUNTING

Wildlife Sanctuaries
Sanctuaries are intended to provide secure habitat for wildlife and thus allow

populations to either increase or remain at desired levels. They include areas

of high quality habitat, often where populations of some wildlife species have

been significantly lowered or dispersed because of disturbance at some time

in the past. Sanctuary status allows these areas to realize their potential to

support wildlife and to act as core areas of production for animals that will

disperse to surrounding areas. It also increases the opportunities for Albertans

to view wildlife.

NOTE: Privately owned lands within wildlife sanctuaries are excluded from

the sanctuaries.

Road Corridor Wildlife Sanctuaries
It is unlawful to hunt within 365 m (400 yards) of the centre-line of the road

in a designated road corridor wildlife sanctuary (a corridor 730 m or 800

yards wide). No person shall possess a weapon in these sanctuaries unless the

weapon, if it is a firearm, is unloaded and either dismantled, encased, or

completely enclosed by another suitable covering. If crossing a road corridor

wildlife sanctuary on horseback or on foot, a firearm must be unloaded and

the person must be traveling in a direct route to leave the sanctuary.

There are 11 road corridor wildlife sanctuaries, shown in green on the

enclosed WMU map. Eight are located in the Mountain and Foothills

regions and three in the Boreal Region. Descriptions of the Road Corridor

Wildlife Sanctuaries are as follows: 

Mountain and Foothills
1. Highwood – within 365 m (400 yards) of the centre-line of

(a) Highway 40 between the southern boundary of Peter Lougheed 

Provincial Park and Secondary Road 541,

(b) Secondary Road 541 between Highway 40 and the eastern 

boundary of the Rocky Mountain Forest Reserve;

2. Harold Creek – within 365 m (400 yards) of the centre-line of that 

portion of the road locally known as the Harold Creek Road between 

the eastern boundary of the Rocky Mountain Forest Reserve and 

Secondary Road 734;

3. Ya Ha Tinda – within 365 m (400 yards) of the centre-line of the road 

Natural Areas
Natural Areas preserve and protect sites of local significance and provide

opportunities for recreation and nature appreciation activities. Hunting is

permitted in Natural Areas, however, there are some sites with special

management and safety considerations that restrict hunting and access,

e.g. Wagner Natural Area, Riverlot 56, Sherwood Park Natural Area. For

more information please visit www.albertaparks.ca . To find access

conditions for Natural Areas that are subject to a grazing lease please visit

http://srd.alberta.ca/RecreationPublicUse/RecreationOnAgriculturalPublic

Land/

Kananaskis Country
Kananaskis Country is a multi-use area comprised of both protected areas

and public land; hunters must be aware of what type of land they are

accessing. Access to some areas may be affected when roads and

recreational trails are temporarily closed.  Information and maps are

available from Visitor Information Centres with in Kananaskis Country.

For more information please visit www.albertaparks.ca.

Hunters - Please be Aware:
Baiting

Baiting of all wildlife, including bears, wolves and coyotes, is not

permitted in all Provincial Parks, Provincial Recreation Areas and

Wildland Provincial Parks. There are two exceptions: 1) A limited number

of Registered Fur Management Area (RFMA) holders (registered trappers)

and 2) A limited number of hunting guides who were historically

authorized to conduct commercial guiding activities that used baits in an

area prior to the area being established as a Wildland Provincial Park.

Both exceptions are managed through permits and approvals issued by

Alberta’s Parks Division. For more information contact your local Parks

Division office.

Found Dead Wildlife in Parks

In Provincial Parks, Wildland Provincial Parks and Provincial Recreation

Areas it may be unlawful to remove dead wildlife that you find. For more

information please contact your local Parks Division office. To obtain a

permit to possess found dead wildlife, contact your local Fish and Wildlife

Division office.  

Hanging and Storage of Big Game

Unless authorized by a Conservation Officer it is unlawful to dress, hang,

or store big game in a Provincial Park or Provincial Recreation Area.

Where these activities are permitted, please follow safe storage practices

in order to prevent human-wildlife conflicts. 

Be Respectful of Others

Provincial Parks and protected areas are multiple use sites and are used by

a wide range of recreational users year round. When hunting in these

locations, respect other users and recognize that there may be hiking,

cycling, camping, picnicking or other activities going on in close

proximity. Please use caution when transporting firearms and avoid the

use of firearms for target shooting and sighting-in of rifles.

For more information on hunting in Provincial Parks and protected

areas please visit www.albertaparks.ca or contact your local Parks

Division office.

Edmonton:  780-427-3582 

Northwest Region:  780-538-5350

Northeast Region:  780-623-5235

West Central Region:  780-960-8170

East Central Region:  403-340-7691

Kananaskis Country:  403-678-5508

South Region:  403-382-4097 
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locally known as the Ya Ha Tinda Ranch Road between the Red Deer 
River Provincial Recreation Area and the Ya Ha Tinda Ranch 
headquarters building;

4. Forestry Trunk Road – within 365 m (400 yards) of the centre-line of 
Provincial Highway 734 between its intersection with the road locally 
known as the Lynx Creek Road in section 26, township 36, range 14, 
west of the 5th meridian and the Seven Mile Provincial Recreation Area;

5. Cutoff Creek – within 365 m (400 yards) of the centre-line of the road 
locally known as the Cutoff Creek Road between Provincial Highway 
734 and the Cutoff Creek Equestrian Staging Forest Recreation Area;

6. North Ram – within 365 m (400 yards) of the centre-line of that 
portion of Secondary Road 734 that is in Township 38, Range 15, 
West of the 5th Meridian and north of the North Ram River;

7. Onion Creek Road – within 365 m (400 yards) of the centre-line of the 
road locally known as the Onion Creek Road in section 9, township 36,
range 14, west of the 5th meridian to its intersection with Provincial 
Highway 734

8. Kootenay Plains – within 365 m (400 yards) of the centre-line of that 
portion of Highway 11 between Allstones Creek and the eastern 
boundary of Banff National Park;

9. Nordegg – within 365 m (400 yards) of the centre-line of Provincial 
Road 734 where it intersects the North Saskatchewan River in section 
34, township 39, range 15, west of the 5th  meridian to where it crosses
Shunda Creek and within 365 m (400 yards) of the centre-line of 
Provincial Highway 11 from where it intersects Provincial Highway 
734 to where it crosses Shunda Creek

10. Highway 40/Little Smoky/Simonette – within 365 m (400 yards) of 
the centre-line of
(a) that portion of Highway 40 between the Berland River and the 

Muskeg River,
(b) the road locally known as the Huckleberry Tower Road,
(c) that portion of Secondary Road 734 between Highway 40 and its 

junction with the Foothills Forest Products Road locally known as 
the Smoky Mainline,

(d) the Foothills Forest Products Road locally known as the Smoky 
Mainline in Townships 57 and 58, Ranges 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, West of 
the 6th Meridian,

(e) that portion of the Foothills Forest Products Road locally known as 
the Ghost Mainline in Townships 57, 58, 59 and 60, Ranges 1, 2, 3, 
4 and 5, West of the 6th Meridian,

(f) the Foothills Forest Products Road locally known as the Simonette 
Mainline in Townships 58 and 59, Ranges 3 and 4, West of the 6th 
Meridian;

Boreal Region
11. Whitemud Hills – within 365 m (400 yards) of the centre-line of the 

Peace River Pulp Road locally known as the Whitemud Hills Haul 
Road from Highway 35 to the western boundary of Section 14, 
Township 85, Range 2, West of the 6th Meridian;

12. Sulphur Lake – within 365 m (400 yards) of the centre-line of the 
Peace River Pulp Road locally known as the Sulphur Lake Haul 
Road from the southeast corner of Township 88, Range 1, West of 
the 6th Meridian to its junction with the road locally known as the 
Canfor East Road in Township 89, Range 3, West of the 6th Meridian;

13. Peace River Pulp Mill – within 365 m (400 yards) of the centre-line of
(a) the portion of secondary road 986 locally known as the Peace 

River Pulp Road between the Peace River Pulp Mill in township 
85, range 21, west of the 5th meridian easterly to its junction with 
the road locally known as the Peace River Pulp Resource Road in 
the south-east quarter of section 17, township 85, range 19, west of 
the 5th meridian.

(b) the road locally known as the Peace River Pulp Resource Road 
from its intersection with secondary road 986 in the south-east 
quarter of section 17, township 85, range 19, west of the 5th 
meridian northerly to the centre of the north-east quarter of section 
14, township 90, range 20, west of the 5th meridian.

Seasonal Sanctuaries
No person shall approach within 800 metres (0.5 mile) of any of the
following seasonal sanctuaries between April 15 and September 15.
1. The island known as Pelican Island in Newell Lake in Township 17, 

Range 15, W4M;
2. The unnamed island in Namur Lake in Sections 35 and 36, Township 

97, Range 17, W4M;
3. The unnamed island in Beaverhill Lake in Section 5, Township 52, 

Range 17, W4M;
4. The unnamed island in the unnamed lake in Section 8, 9, 16 and 17, 

Township 95, Range 17, W4M;
5. The unnamed island in Scope Reservoir in LSD 2 and 3, Section 10, 

Township 13, Range 14, W4M.

No person shall enter the following seasonal sanctuaries between April 15
and September 15:
1. That portion of the unnamed island in Lower Therien Lake in the NW 

Quarter of Section 14, Township 57, Range 10, W4M;
2. That portion of Lower Therien Lake in Section 2, 3, 10 and 11, 

Township 57, Range 10, W4M;
3. The unnamed islands in the Slave River in the SW Quarter of Section 

30, Township 126, Range 10, W4M, and the SE Quarter of Section 25, 
Township 126, Range 11, W4M;

4. The island known as Bird Island in Buffalo Lake in Section 30, 
Township 40, Range 20, W4M;

5. The unnamed island in Joseph Lake in Section 12, Township 50, 
Range 22, W4M.

No person shall enter the following seasonal sanctuaries between May 1
and August 15:

1. The following lands to the extent that, at any given time, they are not 
covered by any of the waters of Muriel Lake,
a) within township 59, range 5, west of the fourth meridian, the east 

half of legal subdivisions 9 and 16 of section 19; legal subdivisions 
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12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 of section 20; legal subdivisions 13 and 14 of 
section 21; the northeast quarter of section 21; legal subdivisions 2, 
3 and 4 of section 28; legal subdivisions 10 and 11 of section 29; the
southeast quarter and the southwest quarter of section 29;

b) within township 60, range 5, west of the fourth meridian, legal 
subdivisions 5, 11, 12, 13 and 14 of section 1; legal subdivisions 8, 
9, 15 and 16 of section 2; the southeast quarter and the northeast 
quarter of section 11; legal subdivisions 3 and 4 of section 12.

2. All areas within legal subdivisions 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 of section
35, township 68, range 15, west of the fourth meridian and legal 
subdivisions 9 and 16 of section 34, township 68, range 15, west of
the fourth meridian.

Métis Settlements
In general, only a member of a Métis Settlement Association, formed under
the Métis Settlements Act, may hunt or trap wildlife on a Métis Settlement.
Hunting by non-members may be authorized under settlement by-laws.

Forest Recreation Areas
It is unlawful to discharge a firearm within a forest recreation area. It is
also unlawful to “dress” a big game animal within a forest recreation area.

National Parks
Hunting is prohibited in national parks, and hunters should be especially
careful about their locations when hunting near park boundaries. Firearms
are prohibited in national parks except on through highways and in town
sites where they must be unloaded and encased.

Other Restricted Areas
Except for the special seasons provided in WMUs 728 and 730, hunting is
not permitted in the following areas:
l Cold Lake Air Weapons Range (WMU 726),
l Canadian Forces Base Wainwright (WMUs 728 and 730),
l Canadian Forces Base Suffield (WMU 732),
l Ghost River Wilderness Area (WMU 734),
l Greene Valley Wildlife Management Unit (WMU 926),
l Siffleur Wilderness Area (WMU 736),
l White Goat Wilderness Area (WMU 738), and
l within 91 m (100 yards) of Highway 1 or Highway 1A in WMU 410.

BIG GAME HUNTING
The hunting of big game is not permitted in the following areas:

l the Gregg River Resources Coal Mineral Surface Lease in 

WMU 438, and

l the Cardinal River Coal Mineral Surface Lease in WMU 438.

Saskatoon Mountain Primitive Weapons Area
Only shotguns, muzzle loaders and archery equipment may be used to
hunt big game in this area in WMU 357, located 20 km west of Grande
Prairie on the north side of Highway 43 (see enclosed Wildlife
Management Unit Map). For a more detailed map/description of area,
please contact the Grande Prairie Fish and Wildlife office.

Restricted Areas for Trophy and Non-trophy
Sheep
It is unlawful to hunt trophy or non-trophy sheep within the following areas:
l 183 m (200 yards) of the Canada Cement rock quarry at Exshaw.
l 0.8 km (0.5 mi.) of Highway 1A between the western boundary of the 

Stoney Indian Reserve and Canmore,
l 0.8 km (0.5 mi.) of Highway 3,
l 1.6 km (1 mi.) of the Sheep River from the eastern boundary of WMU

406 upstream to Dyson Creek,
l 1.6 km (1.0 mi.) of the Inland Cement Rock Quarry near Cadomin,
l 1.6 km (1.0 mi.) of the intersection of Whitehorse Creek and the main 

forestry trunk road south of Cadomin,
l 1.6 km (1.0 mi.) of where Highway 16 intersects the eastern boundary 

of Jasper National Park,
l 3.2 km (2.0 mi.) of the intersection of the Forestry Trunk Road and the

South Ram River in Section 18, Township 36, Range 13, West of the 
Fifth Meridian,

GAME BIRD HUNTING

Game Bird Sanctuaries
Hunting game birds and carrying shotguns are prohibited in game bird
sanctuaries except with a special permit. Descriptions of these sanctuaries
are available from the Alberta Queen’s Printer in Edmonton (page 12).
Game bird sanctuaries are located in the following WMUs:

WMU Sanctuary WMU Sanctuary
102 Pakowki Lake 242 Ministik Lake
148 Many Island Lake 242 Miquelon Lake
212 Inglewood 357 Saskatoon Lake
220 Red Deer 503 Lac La Biche
238 Birch Lake 530 Richardson Lake
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Restricted Rivers
Hunting of migratory game birds on the following rivers, over any islands in
these rivers or within 91 m (100 yards) of the edge of the waters of these
rivers is prohibited until November 1:
1. Bow River downstream from the corporate limits of the City of Calgary 

to Highway 24.
2. Little Smoky River downstream from Highway 43.
3. Peace River.
4. Red Deer River downstream from the corporate limits of the City of 

Red Deer.
5. Smoky River downstream from the mouth of the Wapiti River.
6. South Saskatchewan River downstream from the corporate limits of 

the City of Medicine Hat.

Restricted Lakes
Hunting game birds on the following lakes, over any island in these lakes
or within 0.8 km (0.5 mi.) of the edge of the waters of these lakes is
prohibited until November 1 (Note additional restrictions below for
Saskatoon Lake and Ministik Lake). Efforts are made to post signs near
these lakes, but not all lakes may be so identified. It is the hunter’s
responsibility to know the restrictions in the area he or she hunts.
Prairie WMUs
160 Little Fish Lake (28-16,17-W4)
162 Berry Creek Reservoir (Carolside Dam) (26,27-12-W4)
162 Blood Indian Creek Reservoir (26-9-W4)
162 Birkenshire Lake (23,24-28-11-W4)
163 Currant Lake (33-3-W4)
163 Grassy Island Lake (33-3-W4)
163 Misty Lake (33-3-W4)
163 Sounding Creek Reservoir (30-5,6-W4)
164 Fitzgerald Lake (3,4-33-8-W4)
164 Kirkpatrick Lake (33,34-9,10-W4)
164 Rushmere Lake (33-8-W4)
164 Syson Lake (35-12,13-W4)
164 Grays Lake (28,32,33-32-7-W4)
164 Wiste Lake (2,11-33-7-W4)
164 Unnamed Lake (23 to 27-33-8-W4)
164 Unnamed Lake (31,32-33-8-W4)
164 Polly Lake (7-31-1-W4)
164 Willowbend Reservoir (K-B Lake) (1-31-13-W4)

166 Dowling Lake (31,32-14,15-W4)
166 Sullivan Lake (34 to 37-14,15-W4)

Parkland WMUs
200 Sounding Lake (36,37-3,4-W4)
202 Armstrong Lake (42-10-W4)
202 Unnamed Lake (8,9-38-10-W4)
203 Bellshill (Goose) Lake (42-11-W4)
206 Buffalo Lake (40,41-20,21,22-W4**)
221 Cygnet Lake (38-1-W5 and 38-28-W4)
228 Driedmeat Lake (44,45-19,20-W4)
232 Blackburn Lake (10,11-43-10-W4)
234 Dolcy Lake (26,35-42-4-W4)
234 Gillespie Lake (39,40-2-W4)
234 McIntyre Lake (16,17-44-1-W4)
236 Kenilworth Lake (50-4-W4)
242 Beaverhill Lake (that portion lying in 50,51-17,18-W4 – approx. 

southern 1/2 of lake)
242 Ministik Lake* (50-21-W4)
242 Oliver Lake (50-21-W4)
242 Lake ‘A’ (50,51-17-W4) adjacent to Beaverhill Lake
252 Whitford Lake (56-15,16-W4)

* Hunting of game birds in the Ministik Lake Game Bird Sanctuary 
is prohibited.

** Hunting of upland game birds only is permitted in 9-40-21-W4.

Foothills WMUs
357 Saskatoon Lake* (including Little Lake) (71, 72-7,8-W6)

* Hunting of game birds in Saskatoon Lake Federal Migratory Bird 
Sanctuary is prohibited.

Boreal WMUs
502 Stebbing Lake (63-7-W4)
523 Winagami Lake* (76,77-18,19-W5)
523 Kimiwan Lake (78-19-W5)
523 Lac Magloire (79-21-W5)

* Winigami Lake is within Winigami Lake Provincial Park. Hunting is 
prohibited on the lake and islands.

The use of vehicles, including off-highway vehicles (OHVs), is controlled

by various regulations. Refer to the enclosed Wildlife Management Unit

Map for more information.

Vehicle Use and Restrictions
The ‘footprint’ of vehicles is much greater than the average foot. Noise,

erosion, soil compaction, habitat disturbance and vegetation impacts

generally increase with vehicle use. Hunters are requested to minimize the

impacts of vehicles where they are permitted and abide by limitations to

vehicle use where applicable.

All off-highway vehicles (OHVs) operated on public land must be

registered, insured and have a visible licence plate. Vehicles must also

have a headlight, tail light, muffler and spark arrestor.

VEHICLE RESTRICTIONS

Forest Land Use Zones (FLUZ)
Several areas in the province are designated as FLUZs to allow for the

management of recreational interests and pressures on local ecology. On

and off highway vehicle restrictions apply in all FLUZs and may limit

vehicle type, trail access and seasons open to vehicle use. WMU and FLUZ

boundaries may overlap and all – or portions of – WMUs may have vehicle

access restrictions. Please refer to FLUZ maps available at your local SRD

office or visit srd.alberta.ca, see Recreation and Public Use Section.

Wildland Provincial Parks
Hunting is allowed in the Wildland Provincial parks shown on the

enclosed WMU map. However, special access restrictions apply to all

motorized vehicles. For example, Bob Creek Wildland Provincial Park
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